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AXIS OF EVIL MAPPING NEWSLETTER #11 OF 2022  

IN MEMORIUM 

 This November marks the 150
th

 birth date of Capt. John McRae, the Canadian medic serving in 
Belgium during WW1. He was inspired by the red poppies growing in dissolute battlefields and wrote the 
poem that has since become iconic to honour those who gave their lives in War: ‘In Flanders fields, the 
poppies grow, beneath the crosses row on row, that mark our place…’. It is recited at tens of thousands of 
memorial sites each 11

th
 of November at the 11

th
 hour. Lest We Forget. 

INTRODUCTION  

 This year‟s Frankfurt Book Fair is now over and we are back in Canada. It was a very productive trip and 
we have several new titles to produce as a result. It was also our first ‟normal‟ trip in three years, as Covid 
restrictions are now largely a thing of the past – no airport line-ups, no baggage problems, no delayed flights, and 
interesting visits to various cities in Europe prior to FBF. We thank those who stopped by our stand to talk maps 
and hope that we didn‟t bore you. Many faces we hadn‟t seen in years! 

NEW TITLES 

 Several titles arrived in our warehouse during our two weeks in Europe. These are listed below in New 
Releases, but it is always worthwhile to note some important milestones. Out Andes map is now available again 
after a gap caused by Covid, with brand new artwork. Although this counts as a second edition, it is totally new. 
Florence is a brand new title, proof-checked by walking the streets for a week during a frigid December. Seychelles 
is also a brand new title, as are Spain‟s Mediterranean Coast and Australia‟s Tasmania/Victoria. Updated editions 
of Galapagos Islands and Uganda top this month‟s releases for ITMB. Not bad for one month‟s efforts, maintaining 
our record of one new title being released each week for the past three years of turmoil! 

TRAVEL TO EUROPE IN OCTOBER 

 We are all in the travel industry in one way or another, so a brief description of our experiences on this trip 
might help reassure nervous potential travellers. We found this trip to be almost completely normal, especially after 
our experiences with European trips last October and last December. I kept waiting for some obstacle to wreck our 
plans, but apart from a half-hour wait at a car rental office in Frankfurt, nothing untoward happened. However, I 
would advise anyone planning a trip to Europe to take along proof of vaccination and carry masks with you. They 
will be needed on buses and transit. Restaurants were open and, if somewhat more expensive than pre-Covid, 
were much as they are in North America. Certainly, they were well-patronized. The motorways in Germany were 
crowded with cars, and higher gas prices do not appear to have deterred anyone, especially the idiots who feel they 
have a God-given right to exceed 160kms/100mph and get annoyed with anyone who dares to be in a lane they 
want to use. We stayed with couch surfing hosts, so I can‟t comment on hotel prices. We talked with a fair number 
of people in Belgium, Netherlands, Germany Czech Republic, and Austria and came away with the strong 
impression that Europeans understand what is at stake in Russian aggression. The phrase “We‟re next” came up 
time after time. No one likes the situation, particularly as it relates to heating fuel, but no one we met saw any 
option except to unite against Russia and push back. The weather was unseasonably warm, even in Frankfurt, 
which is notorious for cold, soggy, weather. Gas prices were about the same as in Vancouver, which means higher 
than most North Americans expect. We saw regular gas for everything from E1.75 to E2.35 per litre, depending on 
location. Our car had a navigation system (a first for us) and Lan‟s cell phone Navi got us to a ll our destinations, 
although she sent us haring off into a forest one time and into a crowded tiny village another time. Our conclusion is 
that travel to Europe is rapidly getting back to normal, as is travel within Europe. 

FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR AND WHAT I LEARNED 

 This past October‟s book fair was actually pretty „normal‟. There were no special protocols in place, mask-
wearing was voluntary (except on transit buses), and quite a few business associates attended. Next year, barring 
any unforeseen calamities, should be normal without apostrophes. This year, IMIA had a collective stand without 
displays, except for two local globe companies, Freytag had a good stand, and Huber an effective stand. ADAC 
had a stand in another part of the fair. Here‟s what I learned: 
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1. Michelin was a no-show, so rumours proliferated. We are all experiencing difficulties obtaining Michelin 
maps, and it would be nice if someone at Michelin would communicate as to why so many titles are 
unavailable. It appears that Michelin shut down their cartographic division, including marketing, during 
Covid, and was caught by surprise when travel unexpectedly surged earlier this year. They have been 
really struggling to recover. A few titles are starting to reappear, but don‟t expect much until next May. 

2. Footprint Guides shut down permanently during Covid. Their South American Handbook will be sorely 
missed. 

3. Marc Craenen is retiring from actively running Craenen Bvba in Belgium, to be succeeded by his son Bart, 
who was at the FBF as part of the IMIA stand. 

4. Mairs Group, the German conglomerate with imprints like Marco Polo, ADAC, and Compass, was not 
present at FBF. They usually have a very large stand. 

5. Lonely Planet Press maintains their European distribution warehouse in the UK. This is apparently causing 
difficulties for retailers and agents on the continent to obtain stock, as difficulties persist with Customs 
facilities between the UK and the EU two years after Brexit. 

RUSSIA AND UKRAINE 

 If there is one topic that everyone at FBF seemed to have an opinion on, it is Russia and what is happening 
in Ukraine. As a mapping newsletter, I try to keep political commentary to a minimum. Being in Europe, however, 
much closer to the reality of what people over there are experiencing, was completely different from watching the 
news on CNN. For example: 

1. Who blew up the Baltic Sea pipeline, and why? There are as many suspects as there are people, and as 
many theories. The most bizarre theory I heard was the Israelis did it. No one that I can see had a motive 
to blow up an inactive undersea natural gas pipeline – but somebody did. Who, and why? The Russians 
are now blaming the British. Why? 

2. What percentage of Russian military officers have been fired to date by Putin? This is apparently an avid 
conversational topic in Europe. I heard figures as high as 70%; also that 80% of all troops have been 
removed from the Kalingrad enclave to fill gaps in Russian units being decimated in Ukraine. 

3. Why is the Russian army performing so poorly? Putin has already lost the war, so why not declare victory 
and pull all the troops back to Russia? It worked for the Americans in Vietnam! 

4. How many Russian men of military age have fled Russia since the conscription call-up? I‟ve heard figures 
as high as one million, with another five million hiding inside Russia. Finland and the Baltic States have 
temporarily closed their borders with Russia, unable to process tens of thousands of frightened Russians 
who are fleeing on a daily basis. This is a huge loss for Russia with long-term implications. 

5. Finally, what is the future for Russia? If Putin falls, someone even worse will take over (think of Iraq, Libya, 
and Haiti). Russia is being severely stressed by this war. The longer it goes on, the worse things get. It will 
not magically end except by Russia‟s defeat, but any such defeat will embitter Russia. Can Russia survive 
as a country, or will it split into feuding factions? As I say, everyone has an opinion. Mine is that the last 
Russian to leave the motherland should turn out the lights. 

CANADA NEEDS PEOPLE 

 Another repetitive, and frustrating, theme that I heard in Europe over and over again is how immigrants 
don‟t (or won‟t) „assimilate into European society. There are reasons for this that go far beyond the scope of a 
mapping newsletter, but as Canada is a country accepting immigrants from all over the world, such sentiments are 
difficult to hear and impossible to respond to without giving offence. I usually counter such comments by asking 
what their minister of immigration has to say about the situation, or their minister of multiculturalism. As not one 
single country in Europe has anyone in charge of immigration policy, let alone with representing the interests of 
new arrivals, my point is usually admitted. Canada not only has such ministers federally, they have such ministries 
in every single province of Canada. Why? Simply stated, Canada needs more people – lots more people. This year, 
Canada is welcoming 425,000 new Canadians (otherwise referred to disparagingly as immigrants). Next year, that 
figure will rise to 475,000, and in 2024 to 500,000. Canada needs more people; but so does Europe! 

WORK IN PROGRESS - all sellers/librarians please note 
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 ITMB, as of late October, 2022, has ample inventory of almost all of the titles traditionally carried as part of 
our publishing line. We ask for your understanding if a particular title happens to be unavailable in the short term.  

Bahamas – We are out of copies of this important travel destination. A fresh edition is arriving soon. Please 
continue to order using the old ISBN. The new edition should arrive soon. 

Burnaby/New Westminster/Coquitlam – Vancouver consists of a series of municipalities in close proximity to 
each other. ITMB has already mapped the City proper, Richmond, and the four Northshore municipalities, and is 
now in the process of preparing a map for what is known locally as the inner suburbs, which are so „in‟ that there is 
no gap between Vancouver City, Burnaby, New Westminster, and the tri-city Coquitlam area. No ETA. 

France Riviera/Mediterranean Coast – The south of France is very popular touristically, but it is traditionally 
divided into two parts – western Languedoc and eastern Provence (or Riviera). The distances involved are not 
great, so we are developing a double-sided map to show the entire coastal area. The line work has been 
completed, but the final touches will probably take another few months. No ETA. 

Frankfurt – We have finally completed our artwork for a brand new map of Frankfurt, Germany, and sent it to 
press. No ETA, but we hope for a January arrival. 

Ghent (in Belgium) – There is apparently a gap in the marketplace and no map of the city is currently available. 
We learned this in Europe recently. Does this mean that Lan is adding Ghent to her long list of titles to do? Maybe. 
I‟ll probably be the last to know, as usual. 

Halifax – I know that Lan is working on a brand new map of the city of Halifax, in Nova Scotia, but I haven‟t seen 
the artwork yet, so it is in progress, but not ready. 

Liechtenstein – That‟s right, Lan is preparing a map of tiny Liechtenstein. Why? Because it is there. I discovered 
this as we were leaving Innsbruck en route to Frankfurt and she asked if we could go via Liechtenstein so she could 
take a cover picture. This was the first time I‟d heard that she was working on a map. I‟ve since proofed it, so it is 
almost ready to go to press. 

Lithuania – Does the world need a map of Lithuania? Of course it does. Name a publishing company outside of the 
Baltics that publishes one. ITMB has maps of Estonia and Latvia, so why not Lithuania? Watch this space. 

Monaco – Yes, Lan is working on a map of tiny Monaco. We were there last December and she obviously thought 
that a map would be a good idea. I haven‟t seen it yet, but I will, shortly before it goes to the printer. 

Nepal – This title is now at zero inventory. A fresh edition has been completed and is at press. Due to continuing 
pressure on supply chains, at the moment we cannot predict when this title will arrive.  

Russia – Despite the war, travel to Russia is still possible, albeit not as conveniently as prior to their invasion of 
Ukraine and the resultant sanctions. Regardless, in the long term, we need a map covering central/western Russia 
in detail, so we have sent a map to press that focuses on the Golden Ring Heritage cities close to Moscow with an 
updated map of „European‟ Russia. This map has been developed over the past year and is an important reminder 
of a great geo-political reality. Russia is the focal point of today‟s history, so it is important to have an understanding 
of its importance. The map is at press, no ETA, but hopefully January. 

Vancouver Topographic Map – We experience a steady demand for a proper topographical map covering the 
Northshore Mountains of Greater Vancouver. We normally refer to topo maps by their code numbers; in this case, 
92G6 and 92G7. We ran out of inventory several months ago, but have received such a demand from academic 
institutions that we are re-issuing the double-sided map in its updated digitized format. The artwork is actually 
provided by the Canada Map Office, and as a peculiarity of history is copyright by Her Majesty the Queen. As the 
Queen has died, this will be one of the first maps in the world to show His Majesty King Charles III as artwork 
copyright owner, but the published map will be copy-writ (if that‟s a word) by ITMB as publisher, on behalf of the 
King. Needless to say, a tad unusual, but done quite properly. No ETA. 

NEW RELEASES OCTOBER, 2022 
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Andes Travel Reference Map 2
nd

 Ed. 2022 1:3,000,000 ISBN 9781771290296 UPC 817712902962 
$13.95cdn/us E9.50 8.95GBP – We are pleased to be able to re-introduce this important title into our publishing 
range after a lapse caused by Covid. The Andes mountain chain is the southern extension of the Sierra Nevada 
chain through Mexico and Central America, which is, in turn the southern extension of the Rocky Mountain chain 
from Alaska to the Mexican border. The Andes is a magnificent series of high mountains that enters Colombia and 
spreads southwards through Ecuador and Peru all the way to southern Patagonia. The map is double-sided, with 
the Northern Andes on one side and the other side divided into two side-by-side maps portraying the Central Andes 
and the Southern Andes. Thus, the map coverage focuses on the Andes themselves, rather than on all of South 
America. All of Colombia and Peru are shown, most of Bolivia, all of Chile, and the Patagonian portion of Argentina 
except for the southern portion of Tierra del Fuego. The importance of this map is that it focuses on the highland 
areas of the continent, where much of the population lives. Bogota, Medellin, Quito, Lima, Arequipa, La Paz, 
Santiago, Talca, and Punta Arenas are all located along the spine of the Andes. So are the Torres del Paine peaks, 
the Montt Glacier, and numerous volcanoes, touristic sites, and twisting mountain roads. This is one of those maps 
screaming out to be done. AVAILABLE 

Florence/Italy Northeast Travel Reference Map 1
st

 Ed. 2023 1:5,000/1:600,000 on waterproof paper ISBN 
9781771292870 UPC 817712928702 $13.95cdn/us E9.50 8.95GBP – Florence, or Firenze in Italian, is one of the 
most fascinating cities on earth. It is a treasure trove of museums, statues, plazas, narrow streets, and expensive 
stores. Lan and I spent a week here last December, representing Canada at an international convention. We had 
our artwork ready to go to press, but we wanted one last opportunity to check our data. It proved to be a wise 
decision. We found many changes that were unrecorded – hotels out of existence, restaurants either closed down 
or open with new names, many churches closed, and others converted to other uses, two tram lines not shown on 
other maps, and lots of disruption caused by the advent of Omicron, which seems like it has been here forever 
instead of just a few months. The Florence side covers from the fortress north of the main railway station to south of 
the Bobolini Park and from the Hippodrome east to the Asics Firenze Sports complex, and all at an easy-to-use 
1:5,000 scale on waterproof paper. The rapid transit lines, which extend to the airport and the regional bus lines off 
the map, are clearly shown. Dozens upon dozens of hotels, restaurants, churches, plazas, statures, and important 
buildings are noted, as well as quite a few grocery stores, bars, electric bike recharging stations, bus stops, 
museums, theatres, bike routes, and libraries. This map was exhaustive to research! The reverse side is a map of 
much of central Italy. We call it the Northeast because it starts in Trieste and follows the northern border to Milan, 
then goes down to Genoa and on to Pisa, Siena, Perugia, and Viterbo. Motorways are shown in purple, with main 
roads in red. Top attractions are noted. Thus, one can enjoy Florence and take day trips using the same convenient 
map! AVAILABLE 

Galapagos Islands, with Quito and Guayaquil, Travel Reference Map 9
th

 Ed. 2022 1:350,000/1:12,400 and 
1:10,000 ISBN 9781771293204 UPC 817712932044 $13.95cdn/us E9.50 8.95GBP – The Galapagos archipelago 
is a little difficult to reach, in that all flights must originate in Ecuador, necessitating adding maps for both Quito and 
Guayaquil to this map of the islands as those are the two cities flights leave from to reach the access airport on one 
of the islands. Naturally, visitors go for one reason – to see exotic wildlife in a truly unique way. One can only 
explore the Galapagos as part of a tour, so making advance bookings with a small or big ship is absolutely 
essential. We have endeavoured to locate the most likely viewing areas for iguanas, turtles, seals, and booby birds, 
but wild creatures tend to move around, and one must use an experienced guide to locate them. That said, much of 
the island grouping is as pristine as it was when the HMS Beagle hove to two hundred years ago and disgorged a 
young Charles Darwin to gaze in wonder at wild species with no ingrained fear of humans, eventually developing 
the concept of evolution that now is generally accepted as fact. The map of Quito occupies the reverse side of the 
sheet. The old airport is no longer used and the new airport is quite distant from the city. Guayaquil is a large inset 
on the islands side. All of the photos on the map were taken by ourselves during a visit to the Galapagos. It should 
be noted that thousands of people live in the islands, mostly around Puerto Ayora. AVAILABLE 
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Seychelles/Indian Ocean Travel Reference Map 1
st

 Ed. 2023 1:45,000/1:10,000,000 on waterproof paper ISBN 
9781771297288 UPC 817712972880 $13.95cdn/us E9.50 8.95GBP – This is actually two brand new maps in one.  
This is a brilliant new map of the Seychelles archipelago and a first-ever map of the entire Indian Ocean. The 
islands of the Seychelles are too widely-spaced to portray except by as a series of ten insets. The main island is 
Mahe, which also houses the capital of Victoria (inset provided) and numerous resorts. Many of the islands have 
French names, reflecting the colonial to-and-fro that typified relations between Britain and France. Praslin, Curiuse, 
Falicite, La Digue, and Desroches are not names that bring immediate recognition, but they are the names of 
islands belonging to the Seychelles. The map shows dozens of resorts, as well as restaurants, touristic sites, 
historic sites, ferry docks, parks, and shopping areas. The reverse side covers the Indian Ocean as a marine map, 
with underwater ridges portrayed and countries portrayed politically in differing colours. The ocean nations of 
Comoros, Reunion, BIOT, Maldives, and Andaman/Nicobar Islands are likely only to be mapped in this context. It is 
an interesting map. AVAILABLE 

Spain Mediterranean Coast Travel Reference Map 1
st

 Ed. 2023 1:650,000 ISBN 9781771297318 UPC 
817712973184 S13.95cdn/us E9.50 8.95GBP – Spain is one of the most popular travel destinations in Europe. 
The country is extremely diverse, reflecting its history. The coastal areas of the Mediterranean were probably first 
settled by Phoenicians, then Greeks, then Romans, and then Arabs before being brought into a united Spain at the 
time Columbus was seeking a sponsor to fund his proposed journey to discover new lands to the west. This map 
focuses on the coast from the French border south through Catalunya all the way to the Straits of Gibraltar and 
Cadiz. The offshore islands of Mallorca, Ibiza, and Menorca are included, as is the North African Spanish enclave 
of Ceuta and the British enclave of Gibraltar.  All road and rail lines are shown, including the new Cadiz to Madrid 
fast train. By the nature of mapping, a considerable amount of the interior is on the map as well, so this map is 
much more than just a coastal journey through Valencia  and Murcia to reach Granada, although that would be a 
very enjoyable trip. The map is equally applicable to interior trips to Cordoba or Albacete as it is a map of the coast. 
However, its purpose is to show the attractions of the coast – beaches, resort areas, historic towns, forts, nature 
reserves, archaeological remains, and Top Attractions. AVAILABLE 

Tasmania/Victoria Travel Reference Map 1
st

 Ed. 2023 1:800,000/1:1,800,000 ISBN 9781771298032 UPC 
817712980328 $13.95 cdn/us E9.50 8.95GBP – The island of Tasmania is Australia‟s smallest state, but is packed 
with touristic delights. Hobart is the capital and a charming Victorian city in the south of the island. Much of the west 
coast is a large nature preserve with limited access and most development is close to the northern shore, centred 
on Devonport and its ferry connections with Melbourne, in Victoria State. Tasmania also administers several 
offshore islands, such as King, Flinders, and Bruny. We have included a Top Attractions listing for the reader to 
enjoy. The other side of the sheet is the Australian mainland state of Victoria, best known as the home of 
Melbourne and the beautiful coastal highway to Adelaide. A basic inset map of Melbourne is included, but the focus 
of the map is on the recreational opportunities offered by the mountainous areas between Melbourne and Sydney, 
as well as the many interesting byways leading to towns with exotic names like Bendigo, Wngaratta, or Wagga 
Wagga. For convenience, the map area has been extended north to include Sydney, and an inset map of Sydney 
included. This map completes our coverage of each individual state, as well as of the country. AVAILABLE 

Uganda Travel Reference Map 7
th

 Ed. 1922 1:600,000 on waterproof stone paper ISBN 9781771298520 UPC 
817712985200 $13.95cdn/us E9.50 8.95GBP – This double-sided map divides Uganda into north half on one side, 
and south on the other. There is a detailed inset map of Kampala, the capital and a number of capsule comments 
related to various attractions. Lake Victoria dominates the southern half of the country, as does Lake Albert in the 
west, both of which feed the Nile River. For the visitor, the game parks drives tourism – Mount Elgon in the east, 
Kidepo in the north, Murchison Falls, and the Ruwenzori in the west. The country‟s road network is well-developed 
except in the far north. This is a fascinating country to visit. AVAILABLE 
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NEW RELEASES SEPTEMBER, 2022 

British Columbia & Alberta Rockies Travel Reference Map 1
st

 Ed. 2023 1:900,000 ISBN 9781771291064 UPC 
817712910646 $13.95cdn/us E9.50 8.95GBP – The Rocky Mountain chain forms the boundary between the 
Canadian provinces of Alberta and British Columbia. There are only three passes through the mountain chain, 
which somewhat isolates BC from the rest of Canada (a mixed blessing). The Rockies are also the paramount 
travel attraction of Canada, nice though our many lakes, waterfalls, and cities happen to be. This double-sided map 
covers the three national parks of Banff, Jasper, and Yoho, and several provincial parks on both sides of the 
border, which also forms the continental divide between rivers flowing to the Pacific or to the Atlantic, covering from 
Calgary to the northern portion of the Fraser Canyon on one side, and the more northerly stretch of the Rockies 
from Fort St. John to the Yukon. Good inset maps of Calgary, Banff, Jasper, and Lake Louise are included. The 
focus of this map is its many recreational opportunities, with an emphasis on campgrounds, ski areas, historic sites, 
and secondary roads. The area of coverage is vast; the size of Western Europe, and straddles two time zones. 
AVAILABLE 

NEW RELEASES, AUGUST, 2022 

Honolulu (Waikiki to Pearl Harbour) and Oahu Travel Reference Map 1
st

 Ed. 2022 1:18,000/1:80,000 ISBN 
9781771293402 UPC 817712934024 $13.95cdn/us E9.50 8.95GBP – Honolulu/Waikiki is a brand new map for 
ITMB, and our first new title for a part of the USA this year. Almost everyone flying to Hawaii goes to Honolulu, and 
the vast majority stay in hotels located close to Waikiki Beach. This is quite a comprehensive city plan map for the 
Honolulu urban area, stretching from east of Diamond Head to the international airport. It also includes a large inset 
of the Pearl Harbour area, with its many memorials to the ships sunk during the surprise Japanese attack on 
December 6, 1941. Ford Island is still a major US military base. Our Top Attractions list shows the highlights of 
touristic interest. The second side is a newly-updated version of our map of the island of Oahu. Although the focus 
of this map is on Honolulu, most visitors include day trips to outlying areas of the island. There are numerous coves 
where one can enjoy a reasonably isolated experience, and attractions such as the Dole Pineapple Farm to enjoy. 
It is not possible to drive all the way along the coast. Waimea Bay offers the best „big wave‟ surfing. A very popular 
activity is to climb to the rim of Diamond Head volcano.  AVAILABLE 

 

NEW RELEASES, JULY, 2022 

Abu Dhabi & UAE Travel Reference Map 1
st

 Ed. 2022 1:10,000/1:800,000 ISBN 9781771290289 UPC 
817712902894 $13.95cdn/us E9.50 8.95GBP – We are pleased to release this brand new ITMB title. Abu Dhabi is 
one of the leading Emirates that are rapidly becoming vacation heavens for Europeans who don‟t want the long 
flights to Asian destinations. The city is so modern it almost squeaks. The palace is a world-class wonder, the 
seafront Corniche is a marvelous beach, and the central shopping area offers everything from hamburgers to Gucci 
bags. Motorways now connect the city state to nearby Dubai and to Oman, with a recently-completed one along the 
coastline to the Saudi border. The reverse side of the map is an updated edition of the entire United Arab Emirates 
and most of Oman, with new motorways seemingly everywhere. AVAILABLE 

Antigua, St. Kitts, Nevis Travel Reference Map 1
st

 Ed. 2022 1:32,000/1:35,000 ISBN 9781771290241 UPC 
817712902412 $13.95cdn/us E9.50 8.95GBP – Our latest version of Antigua is also a new title for ITMB, in that we 
are combining the Caribbean island nation with nearby St. Kitts and Nevis, with a small inset map for the lovely 
island of Barbuda. Side 1 is a very expansive and detailed map of Antigua, with a good inset map of St. John‟s, the 
capital. At the southern end of the island is Nelson‟s Dockyard, a historical remnant that serviced British naval ships 
for centuries, and is well-worth a visit. AVAILABLE 
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Balkans Rail and Road Travel Reference Map 1
st

 Ed. 2022 1:900,000 ISBN 9781771291040 UPC 
817712910400 $13.95cdn/us E9.50 8.95GBP – The region of Europe known as the Balkans is normally restricted 
to the area that used to be Yugoslavia, but it is geographically much larger and needs to be seen in its expanded 
format that includes Hungary, Romania, Moldova, and Greece, with that portion of Turkey that has had so much 
influence on the region over many centuries. Side 1 is dominated by the great land mass of historic strategic 
importance that has been fought over for centuries. Nowadays, conflict is still threatening, with Kosovo and Serbia 
always at each other‟s throats and Romania warily watching Russia‟s aggression next door in both Ukraine and 
Moldova. Attitudes are shifting towards closer integration with the EU in the region, with Albania, Northern 
Macedonia, Kosovo, and Montenegro clamouring for admission and NATO being looked at to provide security 
against further Russian aggression. AVAILABLE 

Barbuda, see Antigua, above 

Costa Rica Travel Reference Map 10
th

 Ed. 2021 1:300,000 on waterproof stone paper ISBN 9781771291699 
UPC 817712916990 $13.95cdn/us E9.50 8.95GBP – This is an ITMB title that is so popular it needs no 
explanation. This is the most recent edition of a tried-and true title that has been a mainstay of our Central 
American line since the early 1980s. It was actually prepared just prior to Covid hitting the world with a sledge 
hammer and devastating travel in the process. Costa Rica shut down, as did the entire world, and several months 
later, the map we had sent to press unexpectedly arrived after several months at a printer that had been locked 
down by governmental decree. Travel conditions were so slow at that time that we only introduced this version six 
months ago. AVAILABLE 

Mexico Travel Reference Map 9
th

 Ed. 2022 1:2,000,000 on waterproof stone paper ISBN 9781771294775 UPC 
817712947758 $13.95cdn/us E9.50 8.95GBP – Mexico is a fascinating country, and as travel re-opens, is proving 
to be very popular. This most recent edition was recently printed, and is now the current edition. There isn‟t any 
significant change from the previous edition, as little road work was completed during Covid. This is another 
chestnut in the ITMB line, and sells well. The cover picture is new, as is the ISBN. Mexico is a very large and 
diverse country, and very popular with Americans. Again, there is little one can say that is news about such a tried-
and-true map, except to say that it is extremely popular. AVAILABLE 

Nevis, see Antigua, above 

New Caledonia/Oceania Cruising Travel Reference Map 1
st

 Ed. 2022 1:530,000 1:12,000,000 ISBN 
9781771295925 UPC 817712959256 $13.95cdn/us E9.50 8.95GBP – The South Pacific island complex known as 
New Caledonia, or Nouvelle Caledonie in French, consists of a main island and half a dozen smaller islands 
(collectively called the Loyalty Islands. It is an overseas possession of France and uses the Euro as its currency. It 
is located about halfway between Australia and Fiji and is south of Vanuatu. The main island is one of the larger 
land masses in the Pacific, with a reasonably well-developed road infrastructure linking the capital city of Naomea 
with other urban areas. There are resort hotels at various locations along the coastline, but this is a territory that 
one would have to regard as being adventuresome. AVAILABLE 

United Arab Emirates, see Abu Dhabi, above 

THE END 

 


